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Introduction

Amer ica has ex pe ri enced sev eral re gional dis as ters in re cent years:
hur ri cane Ka trina, floods, droughts, de struc tive wind- driven fires, etc.
There was also a na tional dis as ter in 2001, when ter ror ists at tacked our na -
tion.

What is the mean ing of these shak ings? Cli mate sci en tists be lieve
that the re gional is sues were sim ply due to unique and un ex pected weather
pat terns. How ever, I dis agree, for I be lieve that God is speak ing to us, say -
ing, “I am do ing the shak ing; I want to get your at ten tion be cause I love
you.” I be lieve this for the fol low ing rea sons:

! Chris ti an ity in Amer ica is be ing re placed by Secu lar Hu man ism.
! The Bi ble has been taken out of our so cial con science, in par ticu lar,

out of schools, courts and gov ern ment.
! There is a le gal right to abort our un born ba bies.
! There is a grow ing ac cep tance of ho mo sex ual life styles.
! The teach ing of crea tion ism has been re placed by the the ory of evo -

lu tion in our schools and uni ver si ties.

The church age will close in a time of tribu la tion and shak ing as the
Lord re stores His church and brings in the fi nal har vest of souls. This tract
has been writ ten to show how the Lord shakes the status quo to re veal His
pur pose and glory.

God’s Promise of Future Shaking

God first re vealed His strat egy of shak ing through the
prophet Haggai.

For thus says the Lord of hosts, “Once more in a lit tle while, I am
go ing to shake the heav ens and the earth, the sea also and the dry
land. I will shake all the na tions; and they will come with the wealth
(de sire) of all na tions, and I will fill this house with glory,” says the
Lord of hosts. . . . “The lat ter glory of this house will be greater than
the former,” says the Lord of hosts, “and in this place I will give
peace,” says the Lord of hosts. (Hag gai 2:6-7, 9)
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The Lord first shook the earth when He came down and gave the
Law to Is rael. Hag gai prophe sied of a greater, fu ture shak ing that would
shake both the heav ens and the earth, in clud ing all na tions. There was
glory in God’s house be cause of the Law (i.e. the Tab er na cle and Tem ple);
how ever, the glory of the fu ture shak ing would be much greater. It is ap par -
ent from scrip ture that by the phrase, “once more,” Hag gai was prophe sy -
ing of the fu ture com ing of Christ, of His death and res ur rec tion, of the
glo ri ous church age that would fol low, end ing in a time of great glory and
an abun dant har vest from all na tions. A con sis tent theme of scrip ture in Old 
and New Tes ta ments is God call ing His peo ple (often by shak ings) to re -
turn to Him. When His peo ple do re pent, He vis its them with mercy and
glory. Such a visi ta tion of glory brings in a har vest of new souls. God’s pur -
pose in shak ing is for glory and har vest.

Shaking & Harvest

Shak ings in the heav ens or on earth are re lated, for what hap pens in
one realm af fects the other. A great ex am ple of this re la tion ship took place
when God poured out His Holy Spirit from heaven on the day of Pen te cost.
The im pact on earth has been the mil lions of be liev ers who have been
saved from the realm of spiri tual dark ness.

The prophet, Joel, de scribes this out pour ing of the Holy Spirit as the
early rain that would pre pare the soil and ger mi nate the crops. He prophe -
sied that af ter this God would pour out both an early and a lat ter, or autumn, 
rain. This would pro mote the ma tur ing and rip en ing of the grain for an
abun dant har vest in the last days.

It is im por tant that the church does not sim ply re joice over how God
poured out His Spirit at Pen te cost, but rather look for ward to how He will
mani fest His glo ri ous pres ence in the church at the end of this age.

So re joice, O sons of Zion, and be glad in the Lord your God; for He
has given you the early rain (i.e. Pen te cost) for your vin di ca tion.
And He has poured down for you the rain, the early and lat ter (i.e.
Autumn) rain as be fore. The thresh ing floors will be full of grain,
and the vats will over flow with new wine and oil. (Joel 2:3-4)

One of the won der ful con se quences of the fi nal out pour ing of the
lat ter rain will be to re store lost truth to the church (Acts 3:19-21). Joel
speaks of this lost truth in terms of the de struc tive ef fect of lo custs on the
har vests in bygone years.
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Then I will make up to you for the years that the swarm ing lo cust has 
eaten, the creep ing lo cust, the stripp ing lo cust and the gnaw ing lo -
cust, My great army which I sent among you. (Joel 2:25)

The ul ti mate goal for the rain of God’s Spirit in the har vest is to
bring forth His glory in His house, the church. Ul ti mately the earth will be
filled with knowl edge of the glory of the Lord, as the wa ters cover the sea.

God’s call to the church to day is not to es cape tribu la tion, but to gain 
the glory of God.

The Glory of God

We are to love and obey God, but we are also to hold Him in rev er -
ence and awe. The shak ings of God must not be taken lightly. Con sider
how the glory of His pres ence shook His peo ple at Mount Si nai:

. . . a blaz ing fire, and to dark ness and gloom and whirl wind, and to
the blast of a trum pet and the sound of words which sound was such
that those who heard begged that no fur ther word be spo ken to them. 
For they could not bear the com mand, “If even a beast touches the
moun tain it will be stoned.” And so ter ri ble was the sight that Moses 
said, “I am full of fear and trem bling.” (He brews 12:18-21)

Moses asked God to show him His glory. The Lord re plied that He
would pass by Moses and de clare His name and His good ness (Exo dus
33:18-19; 34:6-7). God de fined His glory in terms of the fol low ing seven
quali ties of His na ture and char acter: com pas sion ate, gra cious, slow to an -
ger, mer ci ful, full of truth, for gives sin and He is just. These di vine at trib -
utes are what the Lord is seek ing to build into His church. They are the
glory that will bring mul ti tudes to Him.

Shaking and the Glory to Come

De tails of the great ( “yet once more” ) shak ing which Hag gai
prophe sied of are revealed in the epis tle to the He brews (chap ter 12 and
verses 25-29). Let us explore each verse in or der.

! Verse 25

See to it that you do not ref use Him who is speak ing. for if those did
not es cape when they re fused Him who warned them on earth, much
less will we es cape who turn away from Him who warns from
heaven.
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The pri mary cause for shak ing is when God’s peo ple ig nore or dis -
obey His re vealed will. The writer points us back in his tory to rec og nize
the fail ure of Is rael.

! Verse 26
And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has prom ised say -
ing, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the
heaven.”

In the Old Tes ta ment, God came to earth and, on Mount Si nai, He
spoke through Moses to His peo ple. Now He is speak ing from Mount Zion
in heaven through the Holy Spirit to His peo ple on earth.

God can shake af fairs in the life of any in di vid ual be liever, whom
He loves and seeks to change. A church can be shaken if the life style of be -
liev ers, their re la tion ship or the foun da tion of the church does not re flect
the cen tral ity of Christ. A re gion of churches can be shaken by the Lord to
call His peo ple to re pent, to rec og nize and pray against spiri tual authori ties
of evil who Sa tan has placed over their geo graphic area. One can not di -
vorce shak ings on earth from what is tak ing place in the heav en lies and
vise versa. A fu ture shak ing in the heav ens that will greatly af fect the earth
is when Sa tan is cast out of the atmos pheric heaven onto the earth (Reve la -
tion 12:7-12).

! Verse 27
This ex pres sion, “yet once more,” de notes the re mov ing of things
which can be shaken, as of cre ated (made) things, so that those
things which can not be shaken may re main.

The word “cre ated” in this verse is trans lated from the Greek word,
“POIEO,” which means, “to make” or “as hav ing been made.” When “cre -
ate” re fers to an act of God, scrip ture uses the Greek word, “KTIZO.”
Thus, what will be shaken are those things which God did not cre ate.

When a peo ple group who have Chris tian roots turn away from God, 
He will move to gain their re pen tance. He moves out of His sov er eign will
and love for us. This is pre cisely the situa tion in the USA to day. The vari -
ous shak ings that Amer ica has ex pe ri enced in re cent years are di vine mes -
sages, calling the church to re pen tance. By God’s grace, this could lead to
re vival in the church bring ing a visi ta tion of the Holy Spirit that would
change the na tion. In a pres ent day visi ta tion of God, the fol low ing are five
ex am ples of things that He would shake and change.

1. The great com mis sion in structs be liev ers to go out into the world,
be gin ning in their com mu nity with an em pha sis on the poor, and in love to
con front the lost with the gos pel. To day in most West ern church bod ies,
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evan gel ism con sists of in vit ing the lost to church. Here they ex pe ri ence a
user- friendly gos pel mes sage in an en ter tain ing at mos phere of pro grams
de signed to in crease church mem ber ship. Great change is com ing!

2. There is only one church, the body of Christ, which in cludes all
true be liev ers. They are one body be cause they have been bap tized into
Christ by the one Holy Spirit of God (Ephe si ans 4:4-6). Je sus gave His
glory to the church so that be liev ers would be one in Him (John 17:22-23).
To day the church has be come di vided into many autono mous re lig ious in -
sti tu tions. These bod ies are iden ti fied through their em pha sis in doc trine,
cha risma of lead ers and church struc ture. Prin ci ples of ecu men ism have re -
placed unity in the Spirit. Re al ity of one body in Christ is only pos si ble
where the Lord ship and head ship of Christ fully ex ists. God will gen er ally
shake His church to re move such failures through tribu la tion and per se cu -
tion. This truth is ex pressed by the fol low ing scrip tures: 2 Cor in thi ans
4:17; 1 Pe ter 4:12-13; James 1:2-4; Ro mans 8:18.

3. The con cept of two classes of be liev ers, namely clergy and la ity,
will even tu ally be shaken and re moved. Every be liever in the body of
Christ has been fore known and called by God to fill a unique place of serv -
ice. The glory of God will be seen in the church when Christ is head over all 
things in the assembly. Body min is try con firms the priest hood of all be liev -
ers.

4. God will shake and re move the con trol ling in flu ence of lead ers
who rule the flock. He will raise up bond-ser vants who lead by ex am ple;
men who seek ac count abil ity in plu ral ity and team re la tion ships. True
apos tolic min is tries will arise from such men. The head ship of Christ will
re place the hi er ar chi cal struc ture of lead ers. He is head over all things in
His church.

5. Many things that may ap pear in sig nifi cant will be shaken and re -
moved for they can mask the glory to come. Some ex am ples are: ti tles, of -
fices, and agen das that pro mote the pride of man.

! Verse 28
There fore since we re ceive a king dom which can not be shaken, let
us show grati tude, by which we may of fer to God an ac cept able
serv ice with rev er ence and awe.

There are two re ali ties in a king dom. First, there must be a king, and
sec ondly, there must be a do main over which the king rules. In the king dom 
that is prom ised to be liev ers, Je sus is the King; and His do main is eve ry -
where that He reigns. The church is be ing built, but the king dom is be ing
ex tended as the church preaches the gos pel of the king dom to na tions. God
has de creed that His Son, with the church, will rule over His king dom (He -
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brews 1:8; 2:5-11; Dan iel 7:27). The gov ern ment will rest on His shoul -
ders. The church is be ing built on the foun da tion of Christ for her fu ture
role. The cen tral ity of Christ is es sen tial. God has put all things in sub jec -
tion un der His feet. He must be head over all things in the church if she is to
express His ful ness (Ephe si ans 1:22-23). 

Since the king dom can not be shaken, the church will be shaken un til 
all that hides the glory of God is re moved. His glory is key to the fi nal har -
vest of the na tions into the church.

For be hold, dark ness will cover the earth and deep dark ness the
peo ples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will ap pear
upon you. Na tions will come to your light, and kings to the bright -
ness of your ris ing. (Isaiah 60:2-3)

! Verse 29

. . . for our God is a con sum ing fire.

If, for what ever rea son, one does not re spond to God’s shak ing in
this life, when that be liever passes away into the pres ence of the Lord in
heaven, all of his work of wood, hay and straw will be de stroyed by the fire
of God. This will not con cern his sal va tion; it only re lates to what has been
built on the foun da tion of Christ in that per son’s church life. There will be
noth ing in the king dom that can be shaken. It will ei ther be re moved while
in the church on earth or later in heaven. Works of gold, sil ver and pre cious
stones re flect God’s glory.

Now if any one builds on the foun da tion (Christ) with gold, sil ver,
pre cious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will be come
evi dent, for the day will show it be cause it is to be re vealed by fire,
and the fire it self will test the qual ity of each man’s work. If any
man’s work which he has built on it (the foun da tion) re mains, he
will re ceive a re ward.  If any man’s work is burned up, he will suf fer
loss; but he him self will be saved, yet so as through fire. (1 Cor in thi -
ans 3:12-15)

Conclusion

God shook the earth and re vealed His glory when He gave the Law
to Moses. He also re vealed His glory in dwell ing places pre pared for Him
in Is rael (the Tab er na cle and Tem ples). This was a type or shadow of His
ul ti mate pur pose to re veal the ful ness of His glory in the house that He is
build ing in the New Tes ta ment.
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To re al ize how the Lord will bring forth His glory in the end- time
church, one must first un der stand the di vine or der of the early church. This
or der is re vealed in the New Tes ta ment epis tles which show that godly
apos tles laid a foun da tion for each church on God’s cor ner stone, the Lord
Je sus Christ. Each as sem bly was built as a lo cal ex pres sion of the body of
Christ and was over seen by a col le gial group of elders as sisted by dea cons
(1 Pe ter 5:1-3; Ti tus 1:5-9; 1 Timo thy 3:1-10). Je sus was the Shep herd and
head over all things in the church (Ephe si ans 1:22-23). Each be liever was
dis ci pled in the pur pose of God be ing taught to know and to ful fill his call
in God (Ro mans 12; Ephe si ans 4:1-7). Apos tles trav eled be tween churches 
to teach, es tab lish and coun sel be liev ers; they also were men toring young
apos tles (e.g. Timo thy and Ti tus).

When the first apos tles passed away, there arose pres sure from cer -
tain lead ers, led by Ig na tius, to have one man in charge of each church. The
of fice of Bishop was in vented, an over seer with su preme author ity for the
spiri tual life of that church.1

Their er ror was be liev ing that an of fice and ti tle could re place the
author ity that comes from God’s anoint ing and char ac ter in min is try. Bish -
ops slowly re placed the apos tles. The cen tral ity of Christ was no longer
pri mary in the life of the church. The of fice of Bishop opened the door to
other new lev els of hi er ar chi cal author ity over the years, and the church
slowly sank into the apos tasy of the Dark Ages. Churches had be come in -
sti tu tional in struc ture and func tion.

The ref or ma tion, which be gan in the days of Mar tin Lu ther, con tin -
ues un til the pres ent time. The shak ings which lie be fore us will con tinue
un til all that the hand of man has built into the church is re moved.

Je sus is re turn ing in glory for a vic to ri ous, over com ing church.
There fore, look be yond the shak ings, and fo cus on the glory that is to
come.
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